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have debated this bill for about 50 min-
utes. Sadly to say, Mr. Speaker, in that
time, another 45 World War II veterans
have passed away.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of H.R. 1696.

This bill would expedite the construction of
the already-approved World War II Memorial
on the Mall in Washington, DC.

In short, World War II veterans have waited
long enough. When the long dark shadows of
aggression appeared and threatened to cloak
liberty, it was the World War II veterans that
ensured liberty, freedom and the rule of law.
It is time that all Americans express the grati-
tude and admiration that our nation’s World
War II veterans rightly deserve.

Our World War II veterans are truly special.
While many have served this great nation in
varying capacities, it is the World War II gen-
eration that ultimately changed the course of
history.

In return, this Congress must ensure the
United States government remains steadfast
in its commitment to provide World War II vet-
erans and their families a memorial that they
so richly deserve. We must act now.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of H.R. 1696, legislation to fast-
track the Construction of the World War II Me-
morial in Washington, D.C. This bill is nec-
essary because it takes into account the cru-
cial element of time; time that is running out
for many veterans. Every day, we lose more
than 1,000 World War II veterans. Today, less
than 6 million remain alive.

The intent of the World War II Memorial is
to honor the 16 million Americans who served
in uniform during the war, the more than
400,000 who gave their lives, and the millions
who supported the war effort on the home-
front. World War II was a point of transition in
American history, a point at which America’s
adolescence ended and a mature American
mission emerged. This mission, as defined by
President Franklin Roosevelt’s Four Free-
doms, was a call to all Americans to work to
end tyranny and poverty wherever it is found.

World War II also marked a time of rapid
advancement for America. In order to meet
the materiel needs of the worldwide war effort,
America’s factories manufactured goods at an
astronomical rate. To sustain this level of pro-
duction while so many American men were
putting on uniforms and going off to war,
women entered the workforce in mass num-
bers for the first time. This forever changed
the face of American industry, while also
changing the way many women saw them-
selves and their role in American society.

The benefits provided to returning veterans,
including financial assistance for education
and home purchases, allowed many Ameri-
cans to attain a level of freedom and inde-
pendence that was not even imagined before
the war. The Montgomery GI Bill provided
countless veterans with a college education. In
many cases, these veterans were the first in
their family to go to college.

Above all, World War II was the moment in
history when the United States helped save
the world from fascism and tyranny. And, as
Senator Bob Dole said, ‘‘It is time to thank the
World War II veterans for doing what they be-
lieved was their duty—to help their country
save the world. We must build a monument to
bear them witness. Witness to young men
who, armed with courage, liberated whole con-

tinents from tyranny. Witness to young sol-
diers who willingly died for a future they would
never see.’’

As a testament to the urgency of this mat-
ter, I read in today’s Washington Post, the
obituary of Barbara Lazarsky. During World
War II, Ms. Lazarsky served in the Women’s
Air Force Service Pilots. She contributed to
the war effort by ferrying planes across the
Unites States so that men were free for com-
bat overseas. When the WASP program was
disbanded after the war, Ms. Lazarsky be-
came an aircraft accident analyst for the Air
Transport Command. In 1947, she became a
military and air attaché in India. Her recent
death demonstrates the necessity of expe-
diting the construction of the World War II Me-
morial.

This World War II Memorial honors those
who served, and those who gave the ‘‘last full
measure of devotion,’’ while also commemo-
rating the indelible mark left on American soci-
ety. It is time to create a lasting monument to
the legacy of those who gave so much and
asked for so little. While we may disagree on
the style and form of the memorial, we all
agree on the moral imperative to honor those
who served their country in its hour of need.
I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 1696.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to H.R. 1696, legislation that would
expedite building the World War II Memorial at
the expense of protecting our National Mall. I
inadvertently voted in support of this legisla-
tion earlier today. While I believe it is impor-
tant to recognize the important contributions
and sacrifices that our fighting men and
women made during this turning event in
world history, I do not support legislation that
would do irrevocable harm to the World War
II Memorial itself and to the national mall. If
any precious national treasure deserves pro-
tection by Congress, it is the National Mall.
H.R. 1696 would eliminate indispensable over-
sight for the largest and most significant me-
morial on the Mall since the Lincoln Memorial
was constructed almost 80 years ago.

I oppose this legislation because not only is
it unnecessary, but its provisions could seri-
ously compromise the water quality and sur-
rounding cultural and historical landmarks of
the city. Congress should not promote legisla-
tion that would eliminate or reduce oversight
on already agreed to provisions that the City
and National Planning Commission have de-
veloped. Such critical provisions not ad-
dressed by this bill include not allowing
contaiminated groundwater to be pumped into
the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay, en-
suring the structural integrity of the Wash-
ington Monument, and providing tourists with
the ability to appreciate this Memorial and the
Mall without suffering severe traffic conges-
tion.

Congress should let the National Planning
Commission deal with building the Memorial in
a more appropriate manner, one that is al-
ready underway and which befits the important
legacy that this Memorial is designed to honor.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, It is essential that future generations al-
ways remember the sacrifices for freedom
made by the World War II generation. A trib-
ute to the men and women who helped win
that war, both overseas and on the home front
is long overdue. It’s for this reason that I’m
working to expedite construction of the memo-
rial and why I will vote with my colleagues in

the U.S. House of Representatives to pass
legislation that directs work on the World War
II Memorial begin as soon as possible.

The construction of the country’s first na-
tional memorial dedicated to all who served in
the armed forces and Merchant Marine of the
United States during World War II on the Na-
tional Mall is a fitting tribute to their courage.
I am disappointed by the efforts of those to
delay construction of the World War II Memo-
rial, but the real victims of the indefinite delay
are the members of that generation, who now
must wait even longer for it to be completed.
It is a harsh reality, but of the 16 million who
served in uniform during the war, it is esti-
mated that only 5 million are still alive, and of
whom, we lose 1,100 each day.

Throughout a lengthy, open and democratic
approval process, the American people have
expressed their overwhelming support for the
construction of the National WWII Memorial on
our nation’s mall. Hundreds of thousands of
individual Americans, hundreds of corporations
and foundations; dozens of civic, fraternal and
professional organizations; state legislatures,
and veterans organizations have joined the ef-
fort to say thank you to America’s WWII gen-
eration.

Each year, millions of visitors come to the
nation’s capital to appreciate its monuments to
our country’s founding fathers, great presi-
dents, and places of government. Home to our
nation’s cherished symbols of freedom, the
memorial will beautifully complement the
green vistas of the Mall and its existing monu-
ments. They story of the World War II genera-
tion is an inspiration for us all. Once com-
pleted, this memorial will be a visible and
timeless reminder of what they did to protect
freedom and democracy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
BONS). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. STUMP) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1696.

The question was taken.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

b 1500

COMMEMORATING DEDICATION
AND SACRIFICES OF LAW EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 116) commemorating the
dedication and sacrifices of the men
and women of the United States who
were killed or disabled while serving as
law enforcement officers, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 116

Whereas the well-being of all citizens of
the United States is preserved and enhanced
as a direct result of the vigilance and dedica-
tion of law enforcement personnel;

VerDate 15-MAY-2001 02:19 May 16, 2001 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15MY7.021 pfrm04 PsN: H15PT1


